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have autumn clothes, you know. Those you saw are my first
wife's, but that was only half of them. We haven't finished
them all yet."
Ch'ang Chih-chieh put out his tongue. "With six wives
you must have to have six chests. What a nuisance! We poor
people find it bad enough even to get a roll of cloth. You
must be a rich man. Brother." Ying Po-chtieh and Hsi-mSn
Ch'ing laughed,
"How is it that the things from Yang-chou have not
arrived yet?" Po-chueh said. "We know nothing of the way
business has been going or whether Li and Huang have let
you have their money yet."
"Perhaps the boat is delayed," Hsi-men said, "I have not
heard a word*and I am rather worried, Li and Huang have told
me that they will not get their money till next month."
Po-chtieh drew nearer to Hsi-men Ch'ing. "You may
remember," he said, "that the other day Brother Ch'ang
asked your help. The last few days you have been very busy
and we have not had an opportunity of mentioning the matter
to you. Brother Ch'ang'es landlord is being very harsh, his
wife grumbles every day, and he is at his wits' end. The weather
is getting colder ancf colder and his fur coat is still in the pawn-
shop. Brother, you must show your kindness to him. You
can't have forgotten the proverb: If we would help a man,
let it be when he most n$eds help. If you help him so that his
wife ceases to nag at him and he can find a house to live in,
all the more credit to you. Brother Ch'ang has asked me to
come and beg you to help him at once,"
"I certainly did promise to help him," Hsi-m£n Ch'ing
said, "but I spent a greaf deal of money on my visit to the
Eastern Capital and I shall have to wait until Han comes
back. Why is Brother Ch'ang in such a hurry?"
"It isn't Brother Ch'ang: it's his wife. She is the one who
grumbles. You must do something for him without delay."
Hsi-mSn Ch'ing thought for a while. Then he said: "Well,
perhaps I may just be able to manage it. How many rooms
will they need?"
""They are only husband and wife," Po-chueh said. "They
will need an outer room, a reception-room, a bedroom and a
kitchen. They can't do with less than four rooms. They must

